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Good News about Jackson Public Schools ~ Year-End 2016-17

The Class of 2017 is Ready for an Exciting Future
Congratulations to the JPS Class of 2017. There are 253 Jackson High 
graduates and 25 from T.A. Wilson Academy. Best wishes to each as they 
move forward, and special recognition to all who supported them through 
their school years. Pictured here are graduates who earned a 4.0 grade 
point average during four years in high school. They are the top of the Class 
of 2017.
One hundred sixty two graduating JHS seniors received honors at the Hon-
ors Convocation on May 25th. In addition to the 138 students who received 
academic awards for qualifying grade point averages, 26 students received 
Michigan Competitive Scholarships of Recognition for qualifying ACT scores 
and 49 earned National Honor Society awards. Two students were recognized 
for the National Technical Honor Society through the Jackson Area Career  

Center. Eight students received JHS Memorial or Independent Scholar-
ships, with 15 receiving Ambassadors’ Scholarships for valedictorian sta-
tus. Ten students received Ambassadors’ Achievement awards and 198 
Departmental Awards were given to seniors with outstanding accomplish-
ments within a department. One student had perfect attendance throughout 
high school and one for three years.  Sixty students received N.A.S.S.P. 
American Citizenship Awards, Thirty-two earned the President’s Award for 
Educational Excellence and 51 received the President’s Award for Educa-
tional Achievement. 109 students earned JHS Academic Awards.  In addi-
tion, many of the JHS seniors have received over five million in scholarships 
in grants and aide.

               Martha Baldwin                               Megan Bell                                         Lucas Berry                                 Taylor Bradley                               George Campau

               Joel Chirackal                                 Trenton Cox                                 Rachel Cunningham                            Darian Double                                 Draven Little                   

            Harriet Marshallsay                                 Erin Martin                                Tariq Muhamed                               Conor Mulhearn                            Rohitha Polasani



Justin Hoskins,  Valedictoran, T. A. Wilson
Congratulations to Justin Hoskins, T. A. Wilson 
Class of 2017 Valedictorian. When it comes to 
this young man, school social worker, Kathy Sha-
fer can’t say enough.  
“We are proud to celebrate the accomplishments 
of Justin Hoskins. Justin came to T. A. during a 
very difficult time in his life. After a very short time, 
the staff began to realize what a unique young 
man he was and that his potential was limitless.
He acclimated quickly in the supportive environ-
ment that T.A. always strives to provide for stu-

dents. Justin consistently maintained excellent  grades and attendance. He 
enjoyed being at the Career Center and obtained a part time job at TJ Maxx 
through Michigan Works; which he still has over a year later. In spite of 
numerous obstacles, Justin maintained his focus on school and his goal to 
attend college. He is enrolled at Jackson College for the fall. We are very 
proud of him and have confidence that he will make a significant contribu-
tion to this world in relatively short order.  To Justin - “You were created to 
do great things!”
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Class of ‘17 Senior Advisory

    Aiden Sova, President                 George Campau, Vice President

    Rohitha Polasani, Secretary              Conor Mulhearn, Treasurer

2016-2017 Student Government

               Griffin Deane                                   Drew Waldron
          President, Sept - Dec                    Vice President, Sept - Dec

               Angelo Koprivica                          Rachel Cunningham
            President, Jan - June                  Vice President, Jan - June

SCMV Holds First Graduation Ceremony

South Central Michigan Virtual 
held its Inaugural Commence-
ment Ceremony on June 2nd at 
the Middle School at Parkside.
Ten candidates took the stage as 
their proud families looked on.  
Staff, board members and Su-
perintendent Beal were on hand 
to congratulate them as they re-
ceived their diplomas.
Director of Operations, Fred 
Parker opened the ceremony 
and student, Dominic Sirbaugh 
addressed his fellow classmates 
and the audience. A reception 
followed in the Parkside library.



Community Partners Connect with JPS
As JPS supports local agencies and organizations, the Jackson community continually supports and contributes to events and programs at the 
schools. Throughout the Success Standard there are examples of contributions of personal time, donated prizes and a myriad of other types of sup-
port provided for the district.

JPS Salutes Its Community Partners!
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Around the District

Northeast Health Center
1024 Fleming Ave

(517) 787-4361

Serves patients of all ages
Also offers Dental services

Parkside Health Center
2400 Fourth St.
(517) 788-6812

Serves patients through 21 years old

Jackson High Health Center
544 Wildwood Ave.

(517) 780-0838
Serves patients through 21 years old

  Visit:  https://www.centerforfamilyhealth.org/school-health/

Schedule a well-child check-up or 
sports physical today! 
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Stay ‘connected’ to JPS through the FREE JPS App!  Us-
ers can designate how they prefer to receive important 
information and updates through a variety of ways such as 
text, email, phone, Facebook, Twitter, website announce-
ments and/or notifications to the JPS App.  
The App uses information provided in PowerSchool and 
parents are encouraged to verify their contact information 
is correct by signing in and contacting their school sec-
retary if updates are needed.  Download this useful tool 
today and always be ‘connected’ to JPS.

JPS Mobile App a Useful Tool

FREE BREAKFAST & LUNCH PROGRAM

The JPS Food Service Department is once again sponsoring 
a summer meal program for children in Jackson. New this 
year is ‘Summer Supper’, which will be offered at two sites.  
Visit the JPS website at http://www.jpsk12.org for locations, 
menu, and service times.  
Look for the “Meet Up and Eat Up” Banner!

Questions? Call the JPS Summer Meals Hotline at 
517.841.2693 or 841.2172 for more details.

The JPS Food Service ‘Meet Up and Eat Up’ staff were on hand to greet and feed hungry 
guests who came the the Jackson County Fairgrounds for the American 1 Kids’ Fest event 
on June 16th.  Children ages 18 and under were provided a free meal and special visitor, 
Ronald McDonald stopped by to say hello.

JPS Board of Education
Jon Hart  - President

Cheryl Simonetti - Vice President
Pam Fitzgerald - Secretary
Robert Inman - Treasurer

Jamie Grace - Trustee
Michael Way- Trustee
Erin T. White - Trustee

Jeff Beal
Superintendent

Board Meeting Schedule
ALL MEETINGS BEGIN AT 5:30 P.M.

July  17             JHS
Aug 14              JHS
Sept 11             Parkside

To register a student in a JPS school 
or for information about 
Jackson Public Schools,

please contact any school or the
 Administration Office at 

517-841-2147

Visit our Website at www.jpsk12.org
Download the App!  It’s FREE!

                     
                         

More on Page 4...
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Summer 2017 is here and will fly by before we know it!  Jackson Public 
Schools will serve summer meals to children at 48 sites this year.  “We 
have tried to reach every corner of Jackson so children in need can be 
close to a nutritious meal” says Brant Russell, Food Service Director for 
Jackson Public Schools.  
Just as learning does not end when school lets out, neither does a child's 
need for good nutrition. The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 
provides free, nutritious meals to help children in low-income areas get 
the nutrition they need to learn, play, and grow throughout the sum-
mer months when they are out of school.  Children who miss breakfast 
and lunch are more likely to be sick, disruptive, and inattentive.  Good 
nutrition is essential for learning and good health. SFSP provides an 
opportunity to continue a child's physical and social development while 
providing nutritious meals during long vacation periods from school. It 
helps children return to school ready to learn.
Last year, Jackson Public Schools served 13,824 breakfasts and 60,583 
lunches over the eight week program.  “Many of these children would 
have had a challenging summer if it weren’t for our summer meals pro-
gram,” says Russell. 
“This year we are planning a large outreach to the community to ensure 
that every child knows where they can go to receive a free summer 
meal”, says Russell.  Service sites are planned at many JPS school 
buildings – Bennett, Frost, McCulloch, JPS Montessori Center, Wilson, 
Parkside, and Jackson High.  Sites will also include several apartment 
complexes – Canterbury, Chalet Terrace, Foxfire, and Shahan.

Two mobile bus routes will also cruise around the city.  The north route travels 
to the former Jackson Arts and Technology playground, Rotary Park, Blair 
Park Apartment Complex, and Nixon Pool (in between swim sessions).  The 
south route treks from Ella Sharp Park at Carter’s Corner to the pavilion at 
Cascades Park by the Denton Road bridge to Vandercook Lake Park.  Con-
tinuing a strong partnership with the city of Jackson, meals will be distributed 
at their summer programs at Kiwanis Park, Cascades School (Frost), and Mar-
tin Luther King Center as well as the Carnegie Library front lawn before many 
of their summer activities.  
Several local organizations will sponsor meals during their summer programs, 
such as The Salvation Army, Together We Can Make A Difference, and the 
Jackson County Health Department (this site will be serving at St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church).  Many area churches will also utilize summer meals to boost 
attendance at their programs.
Loomis Park will serve meals at the pavilion all summer.  Come enjoy the 
shady area under the oaks and let the kids play.  New this year are two supper 
sites!  New Macedonia Baptist Church at 1020 Francis Street will serve from 
4:00- 5:00 PM.  Faith Temple will also sponsor a supper site at 1020 N. Black-
stone from 5:00 – 6:00 PM.  Both sites will serve meals Monday thru Friday.  
These sites are a great spot for kids to gather for dinner.
Food Service will host two special events this summer.  The first event will 
be at McCulloch Academy in the rear of the school on July 19th from 9:00 
to 11:30 with lunch being served to children at 11:30.  This event will feature 
training by area experts on fitness and exercise.  There will be an obstacle 
course for kid’s to try their hand at as well as other fun learning activities.  A 
meal will be served to children afterwards with prizes and a drawing for 2 
bikes.  The second event is at Loomis Park on July 26th from 11:30 to 1:00 
PM.  The event will feature a cookout for children – hot dogs, baked beans, 
chips, juice, fresh fruit, milk, and some special treats, too!  Family games will 
be spread around the park for families to enjoy before or after the meal.  The 
Jackson Fire and Police Department will be on hand to exhibit their vehicles 
and let kids interact with the officers.  There will be drawings for prizes and 2 
bikes will be given away.  
The JPS summer meals program will run from June 19, 2017 thru August 11, 
2017.  Some sites will be open all summer while others are only available 
during the sites’ summer programming dates.  Please check at each site for 
specific dates and times.  Information is available on the JPS website at www.
jpsk12.org - click on the “Meet Up and Eat Up” banner or call 841-2173.  Be 
sure stop by and check out a site close to you this summer.

Summer Food Service Program Feeds Kids at 48 Sites Throughout Jackson

The JPS Food Services Deptartment closed the school year at the high 
school with a little friendly competition. The Jackson High Sandwich 
Competition pitted the four principals against one another to create their 
own unique sandwich recipe.  All sandwiches had to meet the National 
School Lunch regulations. Each sandwich was served for one week, 
and after four weeks, votes were collected and a winner was declared.  
Congratulations to Monica Pierce on winning the sandwich competition. 
Called the “Pierce’s Panini”, Mrs. Pierce’s sandwich included Ciabatta 
bread, smoked turkey, provolone cheese, sun-dried tomatoes, bacon, 
spinach and Dijon honey mustard.  Having been chosen the winner, the 
“Pierce’s Panini” sandwich will be added to the school lunch rotation 
next year.  As a bonus, her sandwich was served every day throughout 
the last week of school.  The Food Service staff appreciates the princi-
pals who participated and declared them all winners in their book!
A right, Food Services Director, Brant Russell prepares to collect votes 
for the best sandwich.

Students Vote for Top Sandwich



With the new FREE JPS App, you can choose to 
receive notifications, not only from your child’s school(s) 

and the district, but also from the Board of Education 
and Athletic Dept.  

Customize what fits your needs and 
STAY CONNECTED!

Annual Senior Walk-through A Special Event for Vikings of all Ages

CONGRATULATIONS

VIK
IN

GS

CLASS OF ‘17
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buildings and the Middle School at 
Parkside for a trip down ‘Memory 
Lane’ and a rousing farewell from 
their young peers.  Students clapped, 
cheered and held signs as the senior 
Vikings offered high-fives and smiles 
while making their way through the 
buildings.  A group of lucky students 
at Northeast got to spend some extra 
time visiting when the seniors joined 
them for lunch.  Congratulations to the 
Class of 2017!

As favorite traditions go, the annual ‘Senior Walk-through’ has to be 
ranked in the top ten. On May 24, two JPS buses transported grad-
uating seniors, dressed in their caps and gowns to JPS elementary
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The JPS Alumni Association is for all alumni and friends of the Jackson 
Public Schools who want to be more connected with the school and com-
munity. The mission of the Association is to connect fellow alumni; provide 
JPS students with a perspective into what's possible for them and their 
JPS education; give the faculty a sense of pride of the impact their life 
work has made on the lives of their former students and help the com-
munity take pride in the impact the public school system has made. The 
Association strives to keep alumni informed of current events, offer venues 
to get connected with fellow alum as well as volunteer opportunities to 
give back to the district in a positive way.  Visit and ‘Like’ the JPS Alumni & 
Friends Association Facebook page and learn more by visitng the Alumni 
& Friends page on the JPS website at: www.jpsk12.org.

New Grads  Should Join the Alumni Assoc. A Fond Farewell For Retiring JPS Staff

Retiring JPS employees were honored at a reception on June 6th.  Pic-
tured above from left are Portia Ellis, Dawn Wagner Medina, Stacey Starr, 
Nancy Volker, Anne Frank, Libby Brown, Tammi Willard and Della Daniels.  
Other retirees not pictured include: Angela Bruce, Pamela Perlos, Susan 
Resor and Marcia Taylor.  Thank you for your service and dedication to the 
students of Jackson Public Schools.  You will be missed!

JeVon Blackwell continues to rise, 
shine and make his mark.  As a 2010 
Viking valedictorian, he was named 
to the All-Area Academic Team and 
was a National Achievement Schol-
arship finalist.  He earned a full aca-
demic scholarship to the University of 
Michigan, graduating in 2014.  
JeVon’s passion, talent and strong 
work ethic continues to move him 
forward as he was recently accepted 
into the famous Julliard School in 
New York City to pursue a Master 
in Fine Arts degree.  The prestigous 
music, drama and dance program

offered at Julliard is very difficult to get into.  Blackwell was one of nine 
chosen from around twenty-five hundred applicants.  
He looks forward to being surrounded by like-minded passionate and 
talented individuals at one of the world’s leading music schools with its 
exceptional arts programs.  Julliard, established in 1905 is located in the 
Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts on the Upper West Side of Manhat-
tan, in New York City.

Featured Alum: JeVon Blackwell, Class of 2010

tioning Children with Autism from a Discrete Trial Classroom to a Group 
Classroom.”
Elizabeth Sprangel graduated Magna Cum Laude.  She earned a Bachelor 
of Arts in Mathematics with a minor in Gender and Women’s Studies.  Her 
thesis was “The Regularity Lemma and its Applications.”  Elizabeth will be 
pursuing her PhD at Iowa State in the fall.
Cheryl Ennis and Phyllis Sprangel, both teachers for Jackson Public 
Schools are proud to be pictured with their daughters.  From left are A.J. 
Ennis, Cheryl Ennis, Phyllis Sprangel and Elizabeth Sprangel.

A.J. Ennis and Elizabeth Spran-
gel, JHS Class of 2013 alumni, 
have both graduated from West-
ern Michigan University with the 
distinguished recognition of be-
longing to the Lee Honors Col-
lege. 
A.J. Ennis graduated Cum Laude.  
She earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
Gender and Women’s Studies 
and a Bachelor of Science in Psy-
chology.  Her thesis was “transi-

Class of ‘13 Grads now Class of ‘17 WMU Grads

Lucas Berry is Determined to Reach Goals
Congratulations to Lucas Berry, who has 
been awarded a $25,000 scholarship from 
the Horatio Alger Association of Distinguished 
Americans, Inc., which recognizes students 
who overcome adversity through hard work 
and perseverance to continue their educa-
tion and serve others.  Berry, who completed 
an internship at U of M last summer, will be 
heading back to Ann Arbor again this sum-
mer to do a National Institute of Health in-
ternship in biomedical research.  One of the

fifteen JHS valedictorians this year, Berry will attend Boston University this 
fall where he’ll begin a pre-med program, majoring in human physiology.  
His goal is to be a surgeon.
Music is another passion in Berry’s life.  An accomplished guitarist, he per-
formed in the JHS jazz band, played tenor saxophone in marching band 
and contrabass clarinet in symphony band.  He also led the pep band.  He 
was invited to perform at the Michigan Youth Arts Festival this year and is 
currently a member in the four piece Jazz combo, Jive.  
(Photo courtesy of mlive.com)

Brandon Riggins Awarded 4 Year Scholarship
Brandon Riggins purchased his own golf clubs 
at age 12.  He had no idea that it would lead 
him to the opportunity of a lifetime only five 
years later.  Riggins has been awarded a four-
year Chick Evans Scholarship valuing more 
than $100K – which equates to a full ride for 
housing and tuition at the University of Michi-
gan or Michigan State University.  Chick Evans 
scholars are chosen for their strong caddie 
record, excellent academics, financial need

and outstanding character.   Brandon will attend MSU this fall to study 
actuarial science.  He is one of 23 seniors at Michigan schools offered the 
scholarship in 2017.



JPS Marks 25th Performance with Jackson Co. Honors Band Seniors at Spring Concert
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JPS was honored to have many JHS students participate in the Jackson County Honors Band 
on March 28.  (pictured above) This year was the 25th anniversary of JPS participation and 
to celebrate, a special piece was commissioned and premiered at this extraordinary event.  
Congratulations to the following students who were accepted to the 2017 Jackson County HS 
Honors Band:
Taylor Bradly, senior flute; Cheyenne Baker, senior flute; Dena George, senior flute; Nata-
lie Ketchens, junior flute; Faith Baxter, junior oboe; Olivia Covey, sophomore clarinet; Ka-
tie North, sophomore clarinet; Hannah DeCorte, sophomore clarinet; Amadia McClain, 
sophomore clarinet; Harley Lantz, junior bass clarinet; Zoe Herr, sophomore contra bass 
clarinet; Griffin Deane, junior alto saxophone; Noah Holland, junior alto saxophone; Noah 
Spencer, junior trumpet; Martha Baldwin, senior trombone; Derek DeVaughn, sophomore 
trombone; Paul Fairchild, sophomore tuba; Rachel Fex, junior tuba; Tariq Muhamed, se-
nior percussion; Janae Morris, senior percussion and Ava Tolonen, junior percussion.

Pictured above at the Spring concert is Viking Band 
Director, Joel Shaner with senior musicians, Allison 
Wood, Taylor Bradley, Allie Garrecht and Erin Martin.

Passing the Baton for 2017-18

2017 graduate Drum Major, Cheyenne Baker is 

pictured with 2017-18 Drum Major, Griffin Deane.

The 2017 CAAC (Capital Area Activities Conference) Senior Scholar Athletes were honored at 
the annual awards ceremony on April 26, at St. Johns High School.  The top ten GPA’s among 
students with two varsity letters in their senior year from each CAAC school earned the award, 
sponsored by Sparrow Hospital.  The 2017 JHS VIking honorees are pictured above.

Front row from left are: Aidan Sova, Track/Cross Country; Laruen Morse, Volleyball/Tennis; 
Meghan Butterfield, Swimmming/Tennis; Megan Roden, Golf/Tennis; Demetrius Craig, Foot-
ball/Track; Joel Chirackal, Soccer/Tennis/Golf.  Back Row: Jack Fairly, Athletic Director; Conor 
Mulhearn, Cross Country/Swimming; Hayden MacFarlane, Tennis/Golf; Jack Holland, Foot-
ball/Golf/Swimming; Kyle Chesney, Tennis/Baseball; and Barbara Baird-Pauli, Principal for 
Instruction.

2017 Senior Scholar Athletes Recognized at Banquet 

The jazz combo, ‘The Jive’ performed at the Jazz 
Festival in April.  They are (from left) Gregory Crump, 
Lucas Berry, Jordin Taylor and Julian Guerrero.

The ‘Jive” Peforms at Jazz Festival 



JPS is Outstanding in 2017 Academic Games at Every Level
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2017 was another suc-
cessful year for JPS Ac-
ademic Games teams. 
The middle and high 
school teams competed 
at the National Tourna-
ment and the elemen-
tary team earned a sec-
ond place finish at the 
State level.  
The elementary team, 
“The Rise of the Vi-
kings”, won its nine- 
team division and a 
three team semifinal in
‘On Words’ before being defeated in the finals, which earned them an impressive fin-
ish of second place out of thirty-six teams. They also earned an Honorable Mention 
in ‘Presidents’ at the Michigan Super Tournament in Grand Rapids.  Pictured above 
from left are: Frank Rupnik, PJ Lasky, Kennedy Lee, Chris White and Reed Papak-
onstantinou.

Academic Games Coach, Keith 
Richards (right), was award-
ed the 2017 Karen Knoppow 
Lifetime Achievement Service 
Award at the State tournament.  
Mr. Richards was recognized 
by Academic Games Leagues 
of America as an Outstanding 
Teacher/Coach in 2015. 
Other 2017 JPS coaches in-
clude Steve Claar, Dibble; Nan-
cy Kelleher, Northeast; Libby 
Brown, Jackson High and Barb 
Holsey, Academic Games Co-
ordinator.

The sixth grade team, 
"The Rainbow Fishies,"  
earned an Honorable 
Mention in both ‘Propa-
ganda’ and ‘Presidents’ 
and finished third in 
‘Adventurous On-Sets’ 
and fourth in ‘Adven-
turous Equations’, ad-
vancing the team to the 
National Tournament. 
Pictured from the left 
are Carson Claucherty, 
Elijah Ketcham, Rylie
Dubois, Grace Shemanski and Cassidy Strader.
The middle school team advanced to the National Tournament and finished eighth out 
of thirty-five teams in ‘On-Sets’ and twelfth out of forty-five teams in ‘Equations’. Jay-
son Roy earned an impressive third place bronze Thinker Award in ‘On-Sets’. 

Pictured above are the Junior and Senior Teams.  From left, front row are Providence 
Weatherwax, Draven Little, Trenton Cox, Jake Holland and Martha Baldwin.  Back 
row: Ian Wrzesinski, Derek DeVaughn, Noah Holland, Paul Fairchild, A.J. Dillon and 
Aaron Leiss.

The JPS junior team finished second in the nation in ‘On-Sets’, 
fourth in both “Equatins and Linguishtik’, eighth in ‘Propaganda’ 
and eleventh in ‘Presidents’.  There were several individual 
awards as well. 
The senior team finished second in the nation in ‘Propaganda’, 
fourth in “On-Sets’ and fifth in ‘Equations’.  JPS earned a total 
of eighteen Thinker awards and two perfect score medals, plus 
the Outstanding Senior Thinker award at the national level for 
the junior and senior teams.

Senior Martha Baldwin was 
presented with an Outstand-
ing Senior Award which is 
recognition given by the Aca-
demic Games Leagues of 
America at its annual National 
Tournament. 
Outstanding Senior Awards 
are given to those academic 
gamers who have enviable 
competitive records and have 
given of themselves to pro-
mote the spirit of Academic 
Games in their own schools 
and leagues. These individu-
als exhibit the highest qualities 
of character and sportsman-
ship. JPS is proud of Martha 
and all the students who rep-
resented the district at Aca-
demic Games.

Pictured from left are the Middle School team: Ian Shasha, Joel 
DeVaughn, William Fex, Aidan Ketcham and Jayson Roy. 



STAY CONNECTED TO JPS

   JPS Mobile App.

High Schoolers Introduce Spanish Lesson

Students Collaborate to Design Bridges
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Students in Tom Hunt’s new Advanced Science Explorations class at 
JHS worked with the TRAC program from MDOT this year. As part of this 
program, one of the projects was the Michigan Bridge Challenge. In this 
program, the juniors and seniors in ASE had to design, test, and build a 
number of Truss-Through-Tied-Arch Bridges. They used modeling soft-
ware and engineering CAD programs to create their designs and generate 
blueprints. They then built the bridges and experimentally tested them as 
they worked to perfect their designs. These students also had to submit 
professional bridge proposals (often over 30 pages each) to the Michigan 
Department of Transportation for evaluation. Based on the quality of their 
proposals, two of the JPS teams (out of the 819 in the state) were invited to 
the State Championship Competition in Grand Rapids in April.
At the competition, they were judged on two things: First, their bridges 
were evaluated and tested for strength and efficiency. Second, they had 
to present a formal bridge proposal to a panel of engineers. While the JPS 
teams' bridges did not make the cut to go to the National Competition, the 
students did very well for a first-year program and are looking forward to 
the challenge next year.

Twitter          

Facebook

jpsk12.org

Students in Stephanie Cizek’s JHS Spanish Class enjoyed the time they 
spent working with students at Northeast Elementary in May. As part of 
their Spanish lesson, the high schoolers made posters and flash cards and 
played games with the younger students using the Spanish words.

Mandarin Chinese Coming to JHS This Fall! 

JPS is excited to announce that 
Jackson High has been selected 
to host a fully funded teacher of 
Mandarin Chinese as part of the 
2017-18 Teachers of Critical Lan-
guages Program.  
Interested students should contact 
their JHS counselor.

Jackson Pathways to Open Doors this Fall 
Jackson Public Schools is committed to the success of all children.  Stu-
dents are not one-size-fits-all, and to that end JPS offers several different 
programming options to fill the diverse needs of all students.
Jackson Pathways will follow a school within a school model, providing 
nontraditional classroom experiences to students who, for a variety of rea-
sons, have struggled to be successful in the traditional classroom setting.
It is the fundamental goal of the Jackson Pathways program to provide the 
soft skills necessary to be successful in the workforce or at college. This is 
done by creating an independent career track, exposure, and experience 
for each student that will ultimately build the bridge between the learning 
taking place in the classroom and the proficiency needed in the workforce.
Jackson Pathways is for students in grades 9-12 and will be housed within 
Jackson High School. Students will follow the Michigan Merit Curriculum 
as well as additional career and workforce experiential required classes. 

Energizing Education needs your support!  EE re-
cently launched its online fundraising campaign to 
raise $300,000. In order to continue the work we’ve 
been doing since 2012 and grow the program so we 
can reach more students and families, we need the 
funds to do so. Your donation could help change the 
lives of students in Jackson County. Help us continue 
to make sure students are learning to read so they 
can read to learn for a lifetime by donating to the Giv-
ing Grid today.  Thank you!
https://www.givinggrid.com/eejackson/ 

A Message from Energizing Education

Pictured at left, stu-
dents at McCulloch 
Academy enjoy a 
special ‘thank you’ 
reception with their 
Energizing Educa-
tion mentors on 
May 19th.
Another  example 
of ‘JPS - Where 
Community Comes 
Together’.
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The second grade classes at Dibble completed their annual project based 
on Jackson's ‘Summer Night Tree’. Every year, the students study city gov-
ernment and take a spring field trip to downtown Jackson to study the Louis 
Nevelson sculpture, “Summer Night Tree”.  Renee Slabinski, former Dibble 
grandparent, helps second graders make their own Summer Night Tree 
out of recycled items, which is also part of Dibble’s Green School Initiative.  
Pictured below with their re-creations of ‘Summer Night Tree’ (from left) are 
Kenyon Dunklin, Ryan Patterson and Romerio Moore.

Students’ City Study includes Popular Sculpture 

Students in Tom Hunt’s Advanced Science Explorations class at JHS were 
busy with a number of hands-on challenges this year.  In addition to com-
peting in the State of Michigan Bridge Challenge, the Viking Robotics Team 
participated in the regional challenge competition. These photos show en-
thusiastic student scientists at work in their science classes.

Student Scientists Share Their ‘Mad Skills’

Students from the Viking Class of 
2019 traveled to New York City on 
June 11 and were able to see much 
of the city. They enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to visit Central Park, Radio 
City Music Hall, the Statue of Lib-
erty, 911 Memorial and much more. 

Students get a ‘taste’ of the Big Apple

 
For the latest information and news about

     Jackson Public Schools

   
Visit our website at www.jpsk12.org 

  
To register a student at a JPS

school, please call (517) 841-2147
or register online!

A sure sign of spring is the annual ‘Pops Goes the Eagle’ concert at 
the Middle School at Parkside.

Annual Concert is a Long Time Favorite



Student Competes at National Spelling Bee Viking Wrestlers Make it to State Finals 
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Ian Shasha’s hard work paid off after 
his third attempt and a win at the MLive/
Jackson Citizen Patriot’s Spelling Bee in 
March earned him a trip to the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee championship.  
After winning the trip to Washington, 
D.C., Ian took the stage and success-
fully passed rounds two and three.  He 
ended up just a handful of points short 
of advancing to the final round of forty 
spellers. 
Although he was disappointed in missing 
the final round, Ian says the experience
was a ‘good one’.  He worked hard, studying at least an hour a day for 
months, and is proud of achieving a three-year goal to compete at the 
National level.  Congratulations and hats off to Ian Shasha!

JPS Montessori student, Ari Bradshaw sent a request to meet the Mayor 
of Jackson. His request was granted and Mayor Jors extended an invita-
tion to have classrooms visit City Hall for a tour on June 1st.   The Mayor 
spoke with student groups about the history of Jackson and his job as the 
Mayor.  Students had the opportunity to ask questions and enjoyed learn-
ing about the Mayor’s role in their community.

Mayor Greets Students at City Hall 

Congratulations to the Viking 
Wrestling Team on a great 
season.  
Brandon Riggins (center) 
placed third at states in the 
140 pound weight class in 
Division 1 for wrestling. Be-
yond that, Jared Riggins 
(left) and Hunter Oberst 
(right) also qualified for 
states which is a huge ac-
complishment in and of itself.

Nathaniel Jackson, Writh Hirsch, Daryth Lennox and Ray Tanguay are part 
of a unique team.  These four JHS students work outside of school hours, 
in collaboration with students from multiple schools throughout the county 
to make up a robotics team. The Jacktown Vectors, Team 2611 comes to-
gether at the Jackson Area Career Center, and in this year’s competition, 
“Steamworks”, were able to make it to the State Championship, where they 
were semi-finalists in their division and placed as the 34th highest ranked 
out of 451 Michigan teams.
This qualified them for the World Robotic Competition in St.Louis, Missouri. 
The Jacktown Vectors also had a strong fourth place showing at the Ann 
Arbor regional competition along with a fifth place finish at the Lansing re-
gional event. They were awarded the “Gracious Professionalism Award” 
sponsored by Johnson & Johnson at the Lansing area regional event.

Jacktown Vectors Rocks as a Robotics Team 

Connor Turner was selected 
the third grade winner of the 
JATA (Jackson Area Trans-
portation Authority) National 
Transportation Week Art 
Contest. 
Connor attends Hunt El-
ementary and is in Mrs. 
Long's classroom.

JATA Picks Transportation Week Winner

2017 Grad Receives Governor’s Service Award
Aidan Sova has been named as one 
of 49 winners of the 2017 Governor’s 
Service Awards. Winners are selected 
for their commitment to volunteerism, 
service or philanthropy. Sova will re-
ceive a Youth Volunteer of the Year 
award at a special ceremony on Au-
gust 21st at the Detroit Opera House.  
He was chosen because he is an ac-
tive and engaged community leader, 
who inspires others to serve.  
Sova is the co-coordinator of Leaf Re-
lief, a volunteer effort to rake for the 
needy in Jackson as well as the Thanks-
giving Giving, an annual food drive and
fundraiser at JHS. He is a member of the Jackson County Community 
Foundation YAC, and helped start the Purple Viking Project to raise funds 
for Alzheimer research.  Aidan has introduced many to the joy of volunteer-
ing in their community and is dedicated to making the world a better place.  
Congratulations to Aidan Sova!
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Teacher’s Recognize Outstanding Students and Share Their Stories
For this issue of the Success Standard, teachers were invited to share 
stories or praise students who they feel deserve recognition.  There are so 
many positive things happening throughout Jackson Public Schools.  Here 
are just a few examples of why JPS is a great place to learn. 

Students Strive for Academic Excellence
“These fifth grade students from 
my classroom exemplify the 
Jackson Public Schools Mission 
of striving for Academic Excel-
lence each and everyday at 
Northeast Elementary. I couldn't 
be more proud of their accom-
plishments over the last school 
year”.  Picture from left are 
James Smock, Haylee Goodlow 
and Bryan McIntire.
“In addition to excellent atten-
dance and overall achievement, 
each student was a member of 
my Academic Games team for 
the last couple of years, and has 
had an opportunity to attend the 
State Super Tournament at least

once. They are models for their peers in their classroom behavior and help-
ing others.” This year, James decided on his own to write a book about 
Abraham Lincoln, and Haylee and Bryan worked for the CP Federal Credit 
Union.  I know that these three are destined for great things in junior high 
and beyond, and I wish them the best of luck in being lifelong learners!”
Submitted by Ms. Nancy Kelleher, Fifth Grade Teacher, Norhteast Elementary

“Due to unfortunate circum-
stances, students often come 
to school without adequate 
clothing for the weather.  Cory 
Smith (on right) and Deandre 
Glaspie (left) noticed that one 
of their peers came to school 
each day without adequate 
shoes to wear.”
“After witnessing this occur 
for a lengthy period of time 
and without saying anything 
to anyone, Cory went home, 
cleaned a pair of slightly worn 
Jordan’s, wrapped them in the 
original box and brought them 
to school.”
“Upon arriving to school, Cory approached me and asked if he could take 
five minutes out of our day to give something to one of our classroom fam-
ily members.  I hesitantly asked him if it was an appropriate gift to which 
he responded, “Why wouldn’t it be”?  Were we in for a surprise!  As Cory 
and Deandre presented their gift, tears of joy filled the room. These young 
men made the entire family smile as they eagerly gave their new friend his 
shoes!”
Submitted by Mrs. Amy Smith, Frost Elementary School

Thoughtful Students Make a Difference

Good Citizenship Extends Beyond Classroom
“Cassius Griffin earned the “Most Im-
proved Player” award for his Bulldog 
football team.  His coaches said he was 
a good listener and followed through with 
what he was asked to do during each 
game.  Cassius is a great leader because 
he put his teammates before himself!”

Submitted by Mrs. Amy Smith, 
Frost Elementary School

These students all earned an A or A+ on their weekly spelling test in Mrs. 

Edinger’s class at Hunt Elementary.

Possible Future Spelling Bee Champions?

“In February, our third graders began 
making cards for patients at Henry Ford  
Allegiance Health, following a letter we 
received from the hospital.  This project 
has become an amazing experience 
for our students. We have received 
an email, phone call, and hand written 
thank you’s from patient family mem-
bers, expressing their deep apprecia-
tion for making these cards. 
Students have made several cards 
over the past months, Easter, Valen-
tine, St. Patrick, birthday, get-well, and 
our latest are kindness chains  that 
we made to celebrate ‘Say Some-
thing Kind Day’ on June 1st. This 
community connection project has 
become a win-win!  The kids have so 
much fun making the cards, and the 
hospital has expressed their delight
in all that we have done....as they are seeing those patient smiles. 
HFAH Patient Reps came to Hunt in June to surprise the students with a 
thank-you goodie bag and special visit from Austin, the canine officer.  This 
is a project our third grade is going to continue into the next school year!
Submitted by Nan Long, Third Grade Teacher, Hunt Elementary

Hunt Students Spread Cheer Throughout the Year
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Students in Marcia Barnes’ classroom at Sharp Park Academy got a first- 
hand look at life in the 1800’s during a visit to Ella Sharp Museum for Living 
History.  Above left, Peyton Christensen wears the dunce cap for not help-
ing the teacher bring in the days supply of wood, and Zari Johnson has her 
nose to the chalkboard as a form of punishment at school.  On the right, 
Lana Meyers gets her first laundry lesson on the ringer washer.

Students Get ‘Old School’ History Lesson

Students in Jen Koppin’s Sci-
ence class at the Fourth Street 
Learning Center displayed their 
Science Fair projects to visitors, 
students and staff members on 
June 1st. 
Experiments ranged from vari-
ous lava lamp ingredients, to 
diaper comparisons to bounc-
ing egg tests to dyeing carna-
tions different colors.  Students 
explained their procedures and 
results and were eager to share 
their experiences with others.

Student Scientists Share Their Findings

In honor of Earth Day 2017, the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality, 
Department of Natural Resources, and 
the Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development held a poster contest for
Michigan students in grades kindergarten through fifth. There were 3,200 
entries from students across the state of Michigan. JPS Montessori stu-
dent, Ari Bradshaw placed second for first grade.  There are greeting 
cards with his drawing on it. His drawing is displayed at the Constitution 
Hall. Senator Shirkey has received a copy of the drawing and he wrote a 
letter to Ari.

First Grader Places 2nd in Poster Contest

Students in Amy Smith’s and Angela 
Bristow’s classrooms at Frost took 
time out of their busy day to invite their 
mothers in for a show of appreciation.  
The moms enjoyed special desserts, 
artwork, hugs and best of all, time with 
their student.

June 15th was “Donuts for Dad” day for Hunt Kindergarten students. Dad’s 
enjoyed special activities, homemade neckties and of course, delicious 
donuts.

Dads Get Sweet Treat and Lots of Smiles

Moms are Honored at Special Event
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On May 31st, the Fourth Street Learning 
Center was pleased to invite the countless 
volunteers and parents who so generously 
gave their time and efforts to provide sup-
port to the students and staff this school 
year. Many agencies were represented, in-
cluding MST, Save Our Youth, Southeastern 
Dispute Resolution Services, TOP program 
and DHHS. 
Several individuals were recognized as well 
including: Ed Woods, Kathryn Keersmaek-
ers, Allen Anderson,  Mrs. Koppin, and our 
‘Parent of the Year’, Jennifer Miller.
This event offered an opportunity for people to casually interact with each 
other, share information and feel like they made a difference….because 
they did! 

Volunteers Instrumental to Students’ Success Home-State Facts & Favorite Places Shared
Third grade students at 
Dibble Elementary shared 
their knowledge and some 
fun facts about their home 
state in April. Their spe-
cial Michigan City Reports 
were displayed for fellow 
students, staff and visi-
tors and the students were 
eager to answer questions 
and talk about their favor-
ite Michigan places.

June 2, was an exciting day for the Special 
Education department at Parkside. The mo-
bile zoo came to visit!  Students were able to 
see, smell, touch, and hear many exotic ani-
mals. They learned about mammals, reptiles, 
and birds. The presenters from the Exotic Zoo 
taught the students about the animals, mak-
ing sure that everyone had their questions 
answered and gave each student the oppor-
tunity to touch the animals.  
Special guests included a coyote pup, an 18 ft. albino python snake, a 
skunk, a chinchilla, and a tortoise, to name a few. Some of the favorite 
animals were the baby lemur, the honey bear, and Darwin the kangaroo. 
The highlight of the day was when Darwin the kangaroo took a few trips 
hopping up and down a hallway!

Traveling Zoo Makes a Stop at Parkside 

Graduating seniors from T. A. Wilson Academy and their families were invit-
ed to a special luncheon in their honor on May 25th. Below is a photograph 
of the T.A. Wilson Class of 2017, which held its commencement ceremony 
on June 2nd.

T. A. Wilson Celebrates Class of ‘17 Grads
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Each month, Cascades Elementary celebrates students with good atten-
dance and for making positive choices. Students are recognized at a ‘Raz-
zle Dazzle’ assembly and rewarded with special activities. On June 6, the 
last Razzle Dazzle assembly was held. Pictured above, Isabella McClain-
VanFleet is congratulated by Principal Marti Kuhn for having perfect atten-
dance the entire year – for the second year in a row.  After the assembly, 
the students enjoyed a popsicle treat.

Razzle Dazzle Days Are For Celebrating

Marching Band Adds Excitement to Every Parade

There is nothing like a 
sunny day, a marching 
band and a parade.  The 
Middle School at Park-
side wowed bystanders 
when they performed in 
both the Rose parade 
and the Memorial Day 
parade. At left, Court-
ney Jones, Katy Grace 
Krieger and Eva Curtis 
prepare to step in line at 
the Memorial Day parade 
in May.

JPS a Standout Booth at American 1’s Kidsfest

JPS administrators are ready to meet and greet the public at American 1’s 
annual Kidsfest.  Pictured above from left are Jasper Lusby, Marti Kuhn, 
Kriss Giannetti, Marty DuBois, Julie Baker and Jackie Brock.

Student Talent Shows Wow Audiences
Students at JPS have a multitude of talent.  In addition to being talented 
academically, musically, artistically and in athletics, some students had the 
opportunity to share their special talent with their peers.  Below are photos 
from both Dibble Elementary and the Middle School at Parkside’s talent 
shows. 



JPS Elementaries Wrap Another Successful Year with a Favorite:  “Field Day”

   Your link to current JPS news is on the JPS website.
Bookmark ~  www.jpsk12.org   ~  Your JPS Home Page

 August
23    First Day of School -Half Day

September
1    No School
4    Labor Day - No School

October
11   JHS Conferences-1/2 Day 
        for JHS only
23   No School (P.D. Staff)

November
1    K-5 Conferences-1/2 Day
        for K-5 
 2   K-8 Conferences 1/2 Day 
       for K-8
 3   K-12 1/2 Day
16  JHS exams -Early Dismissal
      JHS ONLY
17  K-12 Half Day students
22-24  Thankgsiving-No School

December
22  K-12 1/2 Day Students
Dec 25 - Jan 5 - No School

January 15
15  Martin Luther King Jr. Day
       No School
February 
16   1/2 Day Students (P.D.)
19   President’s Day - No School

March
 1   JHS Exams -Early Dismissal
      JHS ONLY
 2   K-12 1/2 Day -Records Day
12  No School (P.D.) 
23   K-12  - 1/2 Day
 Mar 30 - April 6  
      Spring Break-No School
April  
23  Half Day Students / (P.D.)

May
 18   1/2 Day Students (P.D)
 25   JHS Graduation - 1/2 Day
        JHS ONLY 
 28   Memorial Day, no school
 
June 
  5   JHS Exams, Early Dismissal
       JHS Only
 6   Half day K-12 (last day)

2017-2018 Student Calendar

 JPS - Where Community Comes Together www.jpsk12.org16


